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SUBJECT: ANTI-DUMPING CASE AGAINST FOREIGN AUTOMOBILES 

REF: STATE 182256 

1. SIR PETER THORNTON, PERMANENT SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT 
OF TRADE, CALLED AMBASSADOR TODAY REGARDING MESSAGE 
FROM TRADE MINISTER PETER SHORE TO SECRETARY SIMON 
REGARDING AUTOMOBILE ANTI-DUMPING CASE. WE UNDERSTAND 
LETTER, OF WHICH COPY GIVEN TO US, HAS BEEN DELIVERED 

TO TREASURY BY BRITISH EMBASSY AND ALSO HAS BEEN PRO- 
VIDED TO STATE DEPARTMENT. THORNTON HOPED EMBASSY 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO FOLLOW UP SHORE LETTER WITH MESSAGE 
BEFORE SECRETARY SIMON TAKES DECISION IN THE MATTER 
TOMORROW. 

2. WE ARE NOT SUFFICIENTLY IN POSSESSION OF THE FACTS 

TO TAKE ANY POSITION OF SUBSTANCE ON THE CASE. HOWEVER. 
WE WOULD LIKE TO ENDORSE SUBSTANCE OF PARAGRAPH 6 OF 
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SHORE LETTER. IN PARTICULAR, AS EMBASSY HAS REPORTED 
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EARLIER, THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS UNDER SEVERE PRESSURE 
FROM SEVERAL INDUSTRIES FOR IMPORT CONTROLS AND AUTO 
INDUSTRY IS AMONG THE MOST PROMINENT OF THESE. 

RICHARDSON 
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